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1080,download/. not unfamiliar to you. The President of the
United States is trying to pry our internet away from us. A

Google search at the time of this writing brings up hundreds of
tweets, stories, and blogs that document the fact that he has tried
to accomplish this before, but he hasn't succeeded. Unfortunately

this time he is trying to do this under the guise of a "tech bill"
designed to try to "encourage" the US Government to provide
broadband to every home in America. The reason this is not as
obvious as it sounds is because the goal here is not to get the

government to provide Internet service at a rate that is affordable
or fast enough. The goal is to get the government to make it

mandatory that broadband service be provided as a utility--and
charge the providers for providing it. Currently, broadband is not
required to be provided as a utility under federal law. In fact, the

current law guarantees the existing providers like AT&T and
Comcast to offer different levels of service and speed without
the government telling them how fast or what they can provide.
This is known as a "duty to provide" Internet service as defined

in Title 47, Subchapter II, Chapter 77 of the Federal
Communications Commission Code of Federal Regulations. This

is enforced by giving the existing providers a monopoly over
existing infrastructure and by creating things like town zoning

laws that limit the places where broadband can be provided. This
means that you can't put a provider in your backyard, or in your

corner store--and you can't even put a provider in the area around
your house unless the provider first gets permission to lay a
copper wire to your house. This works great for the major

telecom companies, but it's a terrible thing for users, who are
forced to deal with antiquated tech and have slow and unreliable

connections. Take a closer look at this chart showing the
availability of broadband services in the US: Broadband is

available to 98.9% of people in the United States as of January
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of 2012. We should be so lucky to have 98.9% of a market of
200 million people. This is technically true, but the number is

misleading. As of the time that this chart was created, there were
1.6 million people living in "Hard to Reach Areas" (HTRAs).

The intention of this is to provide more accurate data about who
has access to broadband. It was created for an FCC 3e33713323
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